the war situation, november 5, 1940
in the Home Guard, all of whom will be in uniform by A.© end of
this year and nearly all of whom are in uniform at thisT^cftp^nt^
Nearly 1,000,000 of the Home Guard have rifles or machine-guns.
Nearly half of the whole Home Guard are veteran soldiers of the last
war. Such a force is of the highest value and importance. A
country where every street and every village bristles with loyal,
resolute, armed men is a country against which the kind of tactics
which destroyed Dutch resistance—tactics of parachutists or air-
borne troops in carriers or gliders, Fifth Column activities—if there
were any over here, and I am increasingly sceptical—would prove
wholly ineffective. A country so defended would not be liable to
be overthrown by such tactics. Therefore, I agree with those who
think that the invasion danger has for the time being diminished.
But do not let us make the mistake of assuming that it has passed
away, or that it may not occur in more acute form or in some
other form.
What is it that has turned invasion into an invasion scare ?
It is the maintenance in Britain of strong forces and unremitting
vigilance by sea, air and land. A mighty army crouches across the
Channel and the North Sea, and substantial masses of shipping are
gathered in all the harbours of the Western seaboard of Europe
from the North Cape to the Gironde River. We must not let our
" shallow-clevers " lead us into thinking that this is all pretence,
a manoeuvre to tie us down here and prevent us redisposing our
Forces. The vital realities of their duties must be borne in on the
whole of our Home Forces and the whole of our Home Guard
during these winter months. There must be no relaxation except
for necessary leave, but let me say this, that the plain fact that an
invasion, planned on so vast a scale has not been attempted in
spite of the very great need of the enemy to destroy us in our
citadel and that all these anxious months, when we stood alone and
the whole of the world wondered, have passed safely away—that
fact constitutes in itself one of the historic victories of the British
Isles and is a monumental milestone on our onward march.
Here let me say a word about the British Army. We are engaged
in forming and training a very strong Army, and the like is being
done in Canada, Australia, South Africa, New Zealand and India.
We are now in the fifteenth month of the war and the British Army,
of which I speak particularly now, is beginning to shape itself with
precision. Although the sea and air will be the main elements of
the war effort of the British Empire, we must have a strong Army,
well equipped, well armed, well trained and well organised, capable
of intervening as the war proceeds in the liberation of one or the
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